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PREFACE 


The  following  little  tract  having  served  as  a  guide 
to  those  whom  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  prepare 
for  Confirmation,  I  have  published  it  for  my  own 
use  and  for  the  convenience  of  any  to  whom  this 
view  of  the  subject  may  appear  plain  and  true. 


WM.  WILBERFORCE  NEWTON 


St.  Paul’s,  Brookline 
Epiphany , 
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COMING 


TO 

CONFIRMATION. 


- -  a — ~ — 

He  THAT  COMETH  TO  GOD  MUST  BELIEVE  THAT  He  IS, 
AND  THAT  He  IS  A  REWARDER  OF  THEM  THAT 

diligently  seek  Him. — Hebrews  xi.  4. 

HAT  we  want  to  know  about  this 
subject  of  coming  to  God  through  the 
open  and 

of  His  Church  is  simply  this:  — 
What  does  the  outward  rite  or  ceremony  mean, 
and  who  are  the  persons  who  ought  to  come 
to  it  ? 

I  want  to  say  a  few  words,  then,  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  coming  to  Confirmation,  what  it  implies 
and  whom  it  includes,  in  hopes  that  the  matter 
may  be  plainer  to  any  of  you  who  are  thinking 
about  it,  and  that  it  may  stand  in  your  minds 

(5) 


acknowledged  ordinances 
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just  where  it  ought  to  stand,  in  its  own  clear 
light. 

By  acknowledging  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
through  the  method  commonly  known  as  “ join¬ 
ing  the  Church  ,”  if  we  are  in  earnest  about  it,  we 
mean  not  merely  that  we  have  carelessly  and  in 
an  unthinking  way  traveled  over  the  accepted 
bridges  others  have  laid  down  for  us,  but  that  we 
have  come  to  a  belief  in  God,  realizing  both  that 
He  is  Himself,  and  that  He  is  bound  by  a  super¬ 
natural  and  historical  relationship  to  us.  This 
is  simply  the  standard  of  our  text  as  given  us 
by  the  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews. 
There  is  no  getting  over  or  under  or  round  about 
these  two  conditions  of  serving  Christ  and  pub¬ 
licly  professing  our  faith  in  Him.  There  is  no 
easy  short-cut  across  the  region  of  the  super¬ 
natural  and  mysterious.  Our  faith  is  a  reason¬ 
able,  religious  and  holy  hope,  but  it  is  revealed 
to  us  from  above  ;  it  finds  out  our  human  in¬ 
stincts,  and  it  searches  for  them  with  a  power 
which  is  something  special  and  providential. 
There  is  no  true  coming  to  God  in  an  open  and 
acknowledged  way  through  the  Christian  Church 
without  these  two  fundamental  necessary  condi¬ 
tions  :  “  He  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe 
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that  He  is,  and  that  He  is  a  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  Him.” 

The  way  our  Church  treats  this  subject  of 
giving  in  our  adherence  to  Christ,  is  by  the 
educational  method,  rather  than  by  the  uniform 
experience  of  that  marked  change  known  as 
radical  conversion.  Children  are  brought  into 
the  Church  in  the  days  of  their  infancy  and  are 
publicly  given  to  God,  and  are  dedicated  to  Him 
in  the  vows  of  infant  baptism.  Then  we  believe 
they  stand  in  a  new  relationship  to  Christ  and  to 
the  world.  They  are  declared  to  be  Christ’s 
faithful  soldiers  and  servants  unto  their  life  s  end 
— and  are  called  “  regenerate.”  It  is  enough  for 
us,  not  going  into  the  discussion  of  this  word 
itself,  or  the  various  explanations  or  shades  of 
explanation  which  have  arisen  from  it,  that  we 
recognize  in  this  declaration  —  not  an  internal 
subjective  change — a  moral  and  spiritual  rebirth, 
such  as  the  ripened,  sanctified  Christian  may 
exhibit,  but  simply,  for  the  future,  a  prophecy 
of  what  must  come  to  pass  if  the  vows  are  kept : 
for  the  present,  the  declaration  of  a  world-wide 
truth  that  Christ  died  to  save  all  men,  and  that 
here  is  the  acknowledged  possibility  of  regenera- 
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tion  ;  and  for  the  past,  the  prayer  of  forgiveness 
and  the  new  official  re-setting  of  the  child  within 
the  sphere  of  the  pure  and  the  holy  Christian 
Church. 

Then  the  education  of  the  home  and  the 
school  and  the  house  of  God  begins,  and  that 
official  regeneration  once  declared  to  be  the  heri¬ 
tage  of  the  child,  is  either  realized  and  accepted 
at  the  Confirmation  hour  ;  or  is  lost,  as  Esau,  for 
weak  and  unworthy  and  insufficient  motives,  gave 
up  that  right  and  inheritance  which  once  was 
his  own  portion.  Children  may  fall  away  from 
the  privileges  of  their  religious  inheritance  just 
as  they  may  fail  to  fulfill  the  moral  or  mental 
promises  of  their  bright  and  precocious  early 
childhood  ;  but  this  does  not  make  the  early  hopes 
any  the  less  a  fact  at  the  time  when  these  traits 
were  first  observed.  Many  a  grown-up  man  or 
woman,  with  a  distinct  remembrance  of  the 
surroundings  of  the  hour  of  conversion,  and 
with  the  associations  of  a  Christian  life  and  the 
influence  of  the  Church  of  Christ  upon  the  char¬ 
acter,  has  yet  fallen  away  from  that  conversion 
fact  and  hour  into  open  sin,  just  as  children  may 
fall  from  the  inheritance  which  is  theirs  in  the 
kingdom  of  God  ! 


9 


“  The  gray  haired  saint  may  fail  at  last, 

The  surest  guide  a  wanderer  prove  ’  ’  — - 

and  unless  you  clinch  your  faith  through  and 
through  from  first  to  last  with  the  Calvinistic 
tenet  of  the  impossibility  of  ever  falling  away 
from  grace,  which  in  Hebrews  (vi.  4,)  we  find 
the  Apostle  admitting  as  an  accepted  possibility , 
you  will  find  it  impossible  to  go  through  this 
most  illogical  of  worlds,  and  this  most  illogi¬ 
cal  of  lives,  explaining  everything  to  everybody’s 
satisfaction,  and  trying  to  cleanse  the  oft  pol¬ 
luted  stream  of  personal  character  with  the 
test  paper  of  your  theory !  It  seems  to  me  it 
is  the  better  way  and  the  truer  method  to  accept 
the  facts  and  the  precedents  of  Christianity  as 
we  find  them,  and  while  we  do  not  put  a  false 
and  superstitious  construction  upon  customs 
which  are  old  and  venerable  with  antiquity,  to 
find  in  them  the  simple,  common  sense,  ready-to- 
hand  meaning,  which  they  surely  convey.  Our 
Lord  Himself  in  teaching,  uttered  fearlessly  His 
statements  without  any  apparent  concern  for 
wrong  inferences  and  germs  of  error.  See  how 
resolutely  again  and  again  He  stood  upon  truth 
around  whose  base  there  was  the  possibility  of 
the  deadliest  untruth  growing  and  rankling. 
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See  how  He  talked  with  Nicodemus  about 
baptism,  and  with  the  Jews  in  the  sixth  chapter 
of  St.  John  about  eating  His  flesh  and  drinking 
His  blood !  Here  are  the  words  which  those 
who  wish  to  build  up  a  mechanical  view  of  bap¬ 
tism,  and  an  idolatrous  pagan  view  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  take  whereby  to  substantiate  their  claims  ! 
So  then,  remember  always  the  germ  of  error  is 
in  the  darkened,  prejudiced  mind  of  man,  or  in 
the  willful  heart  —  not  in  the  teachings  of  Christ, 
not  in  the  Word  of  God. 

And  now  to  come  back  again  to  the  immediate 
subject  of  our  thoughts,  let  us  find  out  what  this 
act  of  Confirmation  implies  on  the  part  of  those 
who  renew  the  vows  that  were  made  for  them  at 
their  baptism.  The  pious  child,  innocently  ready 
for  this  its  next  natural  step  in  life  ;  the  thought¬ 
ful,  serious,  earnest  young  man,  who  feels  that  the 
time  is  fast  coming  when  he  must  take  upon 
himself  through  the  discipline  of  self-reliance  the 
great  questions  and  responsibilities  of  life  which 
can  go  no  longer  upon  the  sponsorial  shoulders 
of  friends  and  relatives;  —  the  susceptible  girl 
getting  through  with  school-days  and  coming  fast 
into  her  young  womanhood,  and  the  matured 
adult  who  has  procrastinated  his  religious  duty 


of  professing  Christ,  all  come  to  this  subject,  as 
we  shall  see  presently,  with  different  conceptions 
of  its  meaning,  and  with  different  shades  of 
purpose. 

Confirmation  is  the  voluntary  acceptance  of 
those  vows  which  were  made  for  us  in  baptism  ; 
it- is  the  self-reliant,  responsible  assumption  of 
those  Christian  duties  which  others  have  prom- 
mised  we  ourselves  in  days  to  come  would  per¬ 
form. 

The  question  is  asked,  “  Do  ye  here,  in  the 
presence  of  God  and  of  this  congregation,  renew 
the  solemn  promise  that  ye  made  or  that  was 
made  for  you  at  your  baptism  ;  ratifying  and 
confirming  the  same  ;  and  acknowledging  your¬ 
selves  bound  to  believe  and  to  do  all  those  things 
which  ye  then  undertook,  or  your  sponsors  then 
undertook  for  you  ?  ” 

This,  you  see,  throws  us  back  to  the  service  of 
baptism,  where  we  find  these  three  thoughts 
uppermost  in  the  questions  asked  at  that  sacra¬ 
ment  :  —  The  renouncing  of  evil  desires,  the 
exercise  of  a  reasonable  faith,  and  the  intentions 
of  holiness  for  the  future. 

Let  us  review  these  conditions.  First  comes 
the  renouncing  of  evil  desires.  “  To  the  ques- 
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tion  asked,  whether  we  renounce  the  devil  and 
all  his  works,  the  vain  pomp  and  glory  of  the 
world,  with  the  sinful  desires  of  the  flesh,  the 
answer  is,  “  I  renounce  them  all,  and  by  God’s 
help  will  endeavor  not  to  follow  nor  be  led  by 
them.”  This  first  condition  means,  then,  that 
we  must  have  no  lurking  desires  for  evil ;  that 
the  soil  of  our  purposes  is  honest  and  good 
ground  which  may  bear  fruit  and  bring  forth  the 
harvest  of  positive  Christian  results.  After  a 
while,  if  we  are  careful  to  observe  our  habits,  we 
find  out  the  average  working  power  of  our  mo¬ 
tives.  We  discover  just  what  our  basis  is,  and 
what  will  move  and  influence  us,  and  what  will 
fail  to  do  this.  We  discover  the  extent  of  our 
tastes  and  the  bulk  of  our  judgment,  so  that 
when  different  questions  press  home  upon  us  for 
a  decision,  we  know  pretty  much  where  we  stand 
and  how  we  will  probably  act.  And  we  ought  to 
know  where  we  stand,  and  how  we  will  spontan¬ 
eously  act  with  reference  to  sinful  desires  within 
us  and  sinful  temptations  without.  If  the  balance 
swings  not  of  itself  towards  purity  and  truth  and 
righteousness  in  its  openly  accepted  details,  if 
there  is  an  habitual  hesitancy  about  doing  those 
things  which  are  within  the  side  of  the  Christian 
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line,  if  the  heart  wants  to  make  and  does  make 
its  own  incursions  and  forays  into  the  rich  and 
alluring  kingdom  of  sin,  if  the  conscience,  once 
quick  to  approve  or  condemn  our  actions,  sleeps 
heavily,  sluggard-like,  and  we  feel  that  we  are  led 
by  and  give  way  repeatedly  to  sinful  desires, 
then  we  must  stop  with  this  first  condition  and 

A. 

give  up  the  matter  at  this  first  question,  and  go 
no  further,  for  we  are  not  fit  to  take  new  vows 
upon  us,  unless  the  ground  is  free  from  the  old 
sinful  desires ! 

But  if  to  the  soul  in  earnest  it  is  otherwise,  if 
the  old  root  of  sin  is  being  trampled  upon  and 
beaten  down  continually,  if  there  is  a  conscious 
rising  assurance  of  power,  if  we  find  ourselves 
loving  the  thing  which  Christ  has  commanded 
and  desiring  that  which  He  has  promised,  hating 
the  habits  and  associations  of  sin  and  sinful 
possibilities,  and  turning  instinctively  to  another 
line  of  action  —  I  think  we  have  answered  this 
first  question,  and  having  guarded  carefully  the 
past  are  ready  for  the  next  step. 

Then  comes  the  second  condition,  contained 
in  the  question,  “  Dost  thou  believe  all  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  Christian  Faith  as  contained  in  the 
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Apostles’  Creed?”  In  baptism  the  promise  was 
made  for  us  that  we  would  believe  these  facts  and 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith.  Now,  at  the 
Confirmation  hour,  we  deliberately  accept  this 
belief  for  ourselves.  It  may  seem  something 
strange  and  anomalous  both  to  human  judgment 
and  to  human  experience  that  one  person  should 
undertake  to  promise  what  another  one  shall 
believe  ! !  But  back  of  the  belief  of  Christianity, 
there  is  the  broad  outlying  moral  compulsion, 
impelling  a  man  to  believe  those  facts  which 
make  for  righteousness  in  his  life,  and  making  it 
a  matter  of  right  and  wrong  to  hold  those  guiding 
beliefs  which  influence  his  action  and  turn  the 
theoretical  articles  of  faith  into  the  practical 
articles  of  life.  It  is  as  one  has  truly  said,  the 
feeling,  “  I  can  become  a  Christian  because  I  feel 
that  I  ought  to  become  one.” 

It  is  because  Christ  has  come  into  contact 
with  human  history,  and  has  therefore  necessa¬ 
rily  changed  the  current  of  men’s  free,  unfettered 
thoughts,  so  that  the  line  of  the  hymn  is  as  true 
of  our  thoughts  as  of  our  lives  : 

“  Oh,  to  grace  how  great  a  debtor 
Daily  I’m  constrained  to  be.” 
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These  articles  of  the  Christian  faith  as  contained 
in  the  Apostles'  Creed  are  not  theories  and  dog¬ 
mas — they  are  simply  and  alone  Christian  facts  ; 
they  are  not  the  arguments  or  the  speculations  of 
inspired  Apostles  even  ;  they  are  only  the  gath¬ 
ered  items  of  Christ’s  life  and  teaching  as  those 
Apostles  have  related  them. 

So  then,  when  we  come  to  think  at  all  about 
believing  in  them,  we  must  not  come  lightly  and 
flippantly  and  without  any  previous  basis  of  faith, 
choosing  only  such  as  commend  themselves  to 
our  electing  minds,  but  we  must  come  with  a 
prior  belief  in  that  Christ  of  History  whose 
sacred  person  stands  afar  off  in  the  past  centuries 
of  time,  and  casts  an  unmistakably  compelling 
light  upon  the  subsequently  gathered  facts  of 
Christianity. 

“  Necessity  is  laid  upon  me,"  said  St.  Paul, 
“  yea,  woe  is  to  me  if  I  preach  not  the  gospel.” 
And  this  same  moral  necessity, —  this  back- 
lying  force,  which  in  the  old  Greek  Tragedies 
was  the  irresistible  driving  Fate,  is  laid  upon 
the  man  or  the  woman  who  wants  to  give  up 
sin  and  serve  Christ.  We  must  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  if  we  would  be  saved  ;  and 
to  believe  in  Him  is  to  believe  both  in  what  He 
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has  done  for  us  and  in  the  light  and  truth  He 
has  given  us. 

And  thus,  when  the  person  has  said  that  he 
believes  in  the  articles  of  the  Christian  faith,  and 
wants  to  be  publicly  baptized  in  that  faith,  he  is 
ready  for  the  third  condition,  the  last  answer  of 
that  old  service  whose  vows  the  candidate  for 
Confirmation  renewedly  takes  upon  himself  : — 
“  Wilt  thou,  then,  obediently  keep  God’s  holy  will 
and  commandments,  and  walk  in  the  same  all  the 
days  of  thy  life?”  The  answer  is,  “I  will  by 
God’s  help !  ” 

This  is  the  last  condition  of  the  service — the 
intention  of  holiness  for  the  future.  Here  we  be¬ 
gin  to  promise  that  from  this  positive  start  we  will 
go  forward  in  the  way  of  serving  God  consciously, 
willingly  and  definitely.  His  will  and  command¬ 
ments  are  revealed  to  us  in  His  Word,  and  when 
we  say  that  we  will  obediently  keep  these,  we 
mean  that  we  will  not  willfully  do  anything  which 
we  feel  His  Word  and  wishes,  and  our  own 
enlightened  conscience  would  condemn.  What  a 
world  of  careful  application,  then,  this  promise 
covers  and  conveys  !  It  brings  us  face  to  face 
with  our  special  line  of  obedience,  and  with  our 
own  felt  weaknesses  ;  it  helps  us  to  meet  the 
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matter  of  our  temptations  and  all  that  twilight 
border  land  of  social  customs,  amusements,  and 
influences,  where  the  light  is  like  that  the  prophet 
saw  when  he  said  it  was  neither  “  clear,  nor  dark, 
one  day — not  day  nor  night.’’ 

To  obediently  keep  God's  holy  will  and  com¬ 
mandments,  is  to  want  to  do  those  things  which 
are  included  in  the  Christian’s  life  of  separation 
from  the  evils  of  the  world,  and  to  seek  to  do 
them  ;  to  examine  the  heart,  and  day  by  day  to 
look  well  if  there  be  any  way  of  wickedness  get- 
ing  control  over  our  lives. 

It  is  to  be  right  and  true  at  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  the  desires,  to  walk  in  the  light  as 
Christ  is  in  the  light  and  as  the  Christian’s 
conscience  ought  to  be  in  it,  too,  and  it  is  to 
see  in  the  life,  as  time  goes  on,  weaving  the 
length  and  width  of  its  pattern,  those  rich  re¬ 
sults  which  by  their  quality  we  know  to  be  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit. 

These,  then,  are  the  conditions  of  this  service, 
these  are  the  requirements  for  all  who  would  take 
upon  themselves  the  early  vows  of  their  baptism, 
and  would  realize  that  regeneration  which  bv 
Christ’s  death  is  humanity's  inheritance  —  the 
renouncing  of  evil  desires :  the  exercise  of  a 
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reasonable  faith  :  and  the  intention  of  holiness 
for  the  future. 

And  this  is  what  the  outward  act  of  Confirma¬ 
tion  means,  when  the  earnest  Christian  soul, 
realizing  its  birth-right  privilege  in  the  Church 
of  Christ,  comes  to  God  believing,  by  the  creed 
and  by  the  life,  that  great  root-idea  of  our  faith 
in  all  its  grandeur  and  yet  in  its  simplicity, 
“  God  is  !  ” 

There  is  one  other  side  to  this  subject.  We 
have  seen  what  this  subject  implies,  what  the 
meaning  of  Confirmation  is  in  itself.  It  yet 
remains  to  notice  who  are  included  in  the  Con¬ 
firmation  call.  We  have  already  touched  upon 
some  of  these  classes.  Let  us  notice  them  a  little 
more  closelv. 

J 

First,  there  are  the  children,  who  often,  with  a 
vague  longing  after  Confirmation  and  with  the 
dawning  of  a  decidedly  religious  aspiration,  are 
restrained  from  going  forward  until  a  more  ma- 
turedly  convenient  season,  when  their  friends  and 
counsellors  think  they  will  better  understand  and 
appreciate  the  responsibilities  of  the  position  they 
assume.  Well  is  it,  indeed,  to  come  to  this  service 
understandingly  and  without  a  mere  youthful  gush 
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of  sentiment ;  but  well  is  it,  also,  to  come  with  the 
freshness  and  the  simplicity  of  early  youth,  before 
those  “  days  draw  nigh  in  which  thou  shalt  say, 
I  have  no  pleasure  in  them.’*  It  has  saved  many 
a  young  person,  in  after-life,  to  think  that  their 
whole  lives  in  the  past  belonged  to  God,  and  to 
feel  that  the  restraining  vows  of  Christ  were  upon 
them.  What  is  wanted  in  these  cases  is  not 
fixed  and  arbitrary  rules,  but  a  wise  and  judicious 
discernment,  the  truest  and  most  generous 
encouragement,  and  the  fullest  hopes  for  the 
immediate  future. 

Then  there  are  the  young  people,  the  legiti¬ 
mate  subjects  for  this  service.  With  a  past 
history  sufficient  to  form  a  back-ground  of  ex¬ 
perience  ;  with  a  trial  trip  out  into  the  realities  of 
life  ;  with  a  conviction  of  their  own  that,  after  all, 
that  is  true  which  their  teachers  and  parents  have 
taught  them  ;  that  they  know  and  feel  for  them¬ 
selves  the  trials  and  temptations  of  life ;  that  sin 
is  strong  and  is  very  sinful,  and  that  the  risks 
and  alternatives  of  life  are  just  those  which  the 
Bible  has  so  plainly  pointed  out  —  this  class  of 
seekers  after  God  forms  the  great  body  of  those 
who  come  in  an  understanding  way  to  Confir¬ 
mation. 
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And  then  there  are  the  men  and  women,  who 
come  from  other  religious  bodies,  or  who  have 
delayed  this  duty,  or  have  experienced  the  con¬ 
verting  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  These  all,  if 
they  are  in  thorough  earnest  and  are  not  ashamed 
of  enrolling  themselves  as  followers  of  Jesus,  want 
to  take  publicly  upon  themselves  the  vows  of  His 
service,  and  be  numbered  among  the  professed 
members  of  the  Church.  Habit,  custom,  tempera¬ 
ment,  demoralizing  indifference,  all  have  had  their 
share,  perhaps,  in  keeping  them  back,  but  now, 
believing  earnestly  that  God  is  and  that  He  is  a 
rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  Him,  they 
do  not  ask  any  longer,  “  What  is  the  use  ?  ”  but 
desire,  for  their  own  sakes  as  well  as  for  their 
example  to  others,  to  let  it  be  known  they  have 
found  at  last  the  inward  reward  of  that  service 
which  is  perfect  freedom. 

These  are  the  persons  who  come  to  Confirma¬ 
tion.  They  must  come  with  prayer,  with  self- 
knowledge,  with  definite,  well  formed  intentions, 
and  with  the  conviction  of  a  reassured  faith  ;  and 
then  their  pathway  is  clear  to  the  table  of  the 
Lord  and  to  all  the  privileges  and  responsibilities 
of  the  Church  and  the  Christian  life. 
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I  beg  you,  then,  my  brethren,  not  to  think  of 
this  service  as  a  holy  charm  or  mystery.  It  will 
be  nothing  more  to  you  than  a  blind,  unmeaning 
ceremony,  if  you  come  in  a  superstitious  way, 
relying  upon  the  rite  rather  than  upon  your  fit¬ 
ness  to  enjoy  it  as  a  means  of  grace  to  the  great 
end  of  an  obedient  Christian  life.  Do  not  be 
deceived  by  any  unmeaning  talk  about  the  seven¬ 
fold  gift  of  the  Spirit,  unless  there  are  in  your  in¬ 
most  soul  the  holy  resolutions  and  the  dependence 
upon  divine  help  which  this  service  always  im¬ 
plies.  You  cannot  be  confirmed  unless  you  have 
some  faith  and  purpose  which,  weak  and  trembling 
though  it  be,  you  mean  by  God's  help  to  strengthen 
and  confirm. 

The  rain  which  falls  upon  the  living  tree  helps 
it  to  live  the  more,  but  all  the  forces  of  nature 
cannot  change  the  unalterable  fact  that,  falling 
upon  the  dead  log,  it  only  helps  at  the  last  to 
destroy  it.  “  To  the  one  we  are  a  savor  of  death 
unto  death,  and  to  the  other  the  savor  of  life 
unto  life,  and  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?  ” 

♦ 

I  urge  you,  my  friends,  to  think  of  these  simple 
principles,  and  to  heed  that  voice  which  speaks 
within  you,  bidding  you  to  seek  the  Lord  if  haply 
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you  may  feel  after  Him,  and  find  Him,  though 
He  be  not  far  from  every  one  of  us. 

One  of  the  philosophers  has  said  that  every 
life  has  its  three  great  periods,  the  yes,  the  no, 
and  the  yes,  again.  If  you  have  ever  said  yes, 
in  childhood,  and  no,  in  after  years,  I  beg  you 
now  to  say  yes,  again,  to  the  everlasting  truthful¬ 
ness  of  Christ’s  religion,  with  those  who  are  so 
soon  to  take  upon  themselves  the  baptismal  vows 
which  have  not  been  lost  during  all  these  years 
of  silence,  but  are  waiting  to  be  claimed  by  their 
rightful  owners,  for  God’s  words  are,  “  My  people 
shall  never  be  ashamed.” 

And,  as  for  you,  who  by  this  Confirmation  service 
are  to  put  on  a  Christian  profession,  you  must 
remember,  in  the  words  of  the  Prayer  Book,  that 
it  is  your  part  and  duty,  being  made  the  children 
of  God  and  of  the  light  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, 
to  walk  answerably  to  your  Christian  calling  and 
as  becometh  the  ‘‘children  of  light.”  Fail  not  in 

your  watchfulness :  weary  not  in  your  prayers. 

* 

Thus  you  will  find  that,  with  new  strength  for 
new  duties,  you  will  be  renewed  in  your  inner 
life,  and  will  not  grow  weary  in  well-doing  or  out¬ 
grow  your  love  for  your  Christian  duties. 
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Coming  to  God  with  a  holy  purpose  and  believ¬ 
ing  on  Him  with  heart  as  well  as  with  mind,  your 
after-life  will  show  you  in  its  rich  Christian  graces, 
both  that  He  is  and  that  He  is  a  rewarder  of 
them  that  diligently  seek  Him. 

I  bid  you  God  speed,  then,  as,  with  the  prayer 
of  him  who  has  endeared  to  us  the  Christian 
year,  I  welcome  you  to  the  full  realization  of  your 
baptismal  vows  ! 


“  Spirit  of  Christ,  Thine  earnest  given, 

That  these  our  prayers  are  heard,  and  they 
Who  grasp  this  hour  the  sword  of  heaven, 
Shall  feel  Thee  on  their  weary  way. 

And  O  !  when  worn  and  tired  they  sigh, 

With  that  more  fearful  war  within, 

When  passion’s  storms  are  loud  and  high. 
And  brooding  o’er  remembered  sin, 


The  heart  dies  down,  O  !  mightiest  then 
Come  ever  true,  come  ever  near, 

And  wake  their  slumbering  love  again, 
Spirit  of  God’s  most  holy  fear.” 


